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HONG KONG RACING: BETTING GUIDE 
 

By Clint Hutchison 

 

 
OVERVIEW: 

 

Racing 

The Hong Kong Jockey Club (HKJC) is licensed to run 88 thoroughbred meetings a season from September 

through to July that can be wagered (bet) on. In addition they now also operate a non-tote “showcase” 

meeting at the new Conghua facility (https://crc.hkjc.com/en/index.aspx), which is located 200km from 

Hong Kong in Mainland China. 

 

88 meetings equates to roughly two meetings per week during the course of a season with racing on 

Wednesday and Sunday generally, with one Saturday (in place of a Sunday) meeting per month. Hong Kong 

public holidays are the exception, for example this season the historically huge Chinese New Year meeting 

falls on Monday 27 January 2020. 

https://hutchishonkers.com/hong-kong-racing/racing-calendar/ 

 

Betting 

In Hong Kong, totalisator (tote) betting opens the day before a race meeting at 12noon HKT. 

The majority of the dollars wagered is in the last 5 minutes. The pools are commingled with various 

international organisations and the combination of late betting from the public, major syndicates and illegal 

operators dumping money into the tote will see major shifts in the betting during the last few minutes 

before they jump. If using Betfair, depending on your strategy, this will probably be the key ‘action’ time. 

 

The Hong Kong tote Win and Place pools generally grow to between AUD 5.5-8.5 million. The Quinella 

pool is the largest in size and can reach AUD 10 million+. 

 

Where to bet? Betting into the win pool with the HKJC pari-mutuel system will see you operate under a 

17.5% “take-out” rate. Conversely Betfair operates using a 6% commission – this is clearly a very attractive 

advantage. 

  



 

Get in contact admin@hutchishonkers.com 

 

Race Tracks 

The HKJC operate two racecourses with three racetracks that have races for betting - Sha Tin on turf, Happy 

Valley on turf and Sha Tin on the all-weather track (AWT or dirt). The best racing most often takes place at 

Sha Tin on turf, with basically all Group racing there except one Group 3 event at Happy Valley.  

 

i. Rail positions: 

The turf racing at Sha Tin and Happy Valley operate on various “courses”, which denotes the 

position of the running rail. For example the “A” course has the rail in the “true” position. See here 

for all course information: https://racing.hkjc.com/racing/english/racing-info/racing_course.asp 

 

ii. Turf track: 

This plays relatively evenly for the vast majority of the season. Tracks are closer to good to firm, and 

have been racing even firmer over last 2 years. Happy Valley seems to hold a little more moisture 

than Sha Tin. In the latter part of the HK season (April through to July), the monsoon weather and a 

change from winter to summer grass can give rise to tricky, less even running tracks and therefore 

unpredictable results. 

 

iii. AWT/Dirt track: 

There is enough racing on the all-weather or dirt track to develop enough of a gauge around the 

form, but it is obviously completely different racing. For whatever reason, some trainers seem to 

excel with their horses starting on the all-weather. For example, horses trained by Hong Kong local 

Me Tsui since 2015 have delivered 45 wins from 349 starts at 12.89% on the all-weather, compared 

with 47 wins from 1073 starters at 4.38% on the Sha Tin turf. I am not inclined to wager much on 

this surface, it is clearly the most unpredictable, and races differently through the year depending 

on time of day (temperature) and weather (rain). 

 

iv. The switch from Sha Tin to Happy Valley and vice-versa: 

 Obviously the size and shape of the two tracks are very different and whilst Sha Tin seems to give 

every horse their chance, (and is generally a fairer track), Happy Valley is a different beast. It is worth 

checking whether a particular galloper has had experience around the tight “city circuit” (Happy 

Valley) before assuming they will produce a similar rating to what they do at Sha Tin.  

I might also check the same meeting the previous year. Weather patterns and track patterns often 

repeat themselves with similar rail movements etc. If there was a bias the year prior, there could be 

one this year. 

 
v. The Conghua training centre is a new edition to HK racing over the past 12 months. There is one 

“showcase” meeting held at this course at the moment. The course-proper is similar to Sha Tin, but 

there is also access to uphill gallops in the Mainland China facility. Barrier trials are held at this 

course and turf gallops are readily available for trainers. I don’t think there is too much need to 

study the course itself as I seriously doubt whether racing will ever take off there in the near future. 
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Trainers 

There are currently 22 Trainers in Hong Kong, with there being space for 23 or 24. The top-five trainers 

each season are often rather similar with John Size, John Moore, Tony Cruz, Caspar Fownes and Danny 

Shum to the fore, with Frankie Lor rising to prominence more recently. John Size usually has a high turnover 

of horses and likes to purchase “unraced” gallopers (often trial winners) that have scope to win several 

races. In the past few seasons, he hasn’t taken any horses from other stables. John Moore is a little more 

evenly split with his purchases each season, with a concentration on high-end “private purchases”. In any 

case, the bigger stables produce the better results, with often better stock.  

 

i. Stable change/New trainer: 

This is always something to keep an eye on. For whatever reason, even though all trainers have the 

same facilities are at their disposal, a horse that has a stable change can often see a short-term 

spike in performance. 

 
Jockeys 

The Hong Kong “riding roster” usually has about 23-25 jockeys competing. Last year Zac Purton rode 168 

winners, with Moreira riding 90. The season prior, they rode 137 and 136 winners each. So from just over 

800 races, the pair in HK won 273. They dominate the best rides and will do so if they continue to deliver 

results. 

 

i. New Jockeys: 

It is often like starting all over again when new jockeys arrive in Hong Kong from other jurisdictions 

where they were most likely amongst the best and it’s extremely difficult to “break in” and have 

success. Ultimately, this is why for a long time leading riders from the UK/Europe stopped desiring 

to come to HK because the likes of Douglas Whyte had such a stranglehold on the better rides. Not 

much has changed; it is an environment where the leading riders often get “first call” on the best 

stock. This is important because often in HK in a field of 12 (Happy Valley) or 14 (Sha Tin) horses at 

either track, there isn’t that many legitimate winning chances, so the established can dominate. 

In addition, it can take some time for new riders to adapt to the style of Hong Kong racing, in 

particular the fast early pace, tight racing and a unique circuit like Happy Valley. 

 

ii. Jockey Agents: 

There are no Jockey Agents in Hong Kong, with the exception being a HKJC employee who acts as 

a “liaison” for new riders during their first couple of months. Jockeys book their own rides and do 

so going of their own form. They have plenty of time to do this with only two meetings a week and 

the trend in recent times is that the leading riders usually know their mounts two or three weeks in 

advance of their race. 
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Horses 

i. Population – size/imports: 

There are just over 1250 horses that compete in around 800 races per year in Hong Kong. This is a 

major appeal of the racing product – an opportunity for anyone to get to know the animals quickly. 

There is a turnover of around 300 new horses per season, but they slide in to the system gradually. 

 

Two types of horses are imported, either ‘raced’ or ‘unraced’. For those gallopers that have already 

raced (typically from Australia, New Zealand, The United Kingdom, Ireland and France), their form 

from overseas is assessed by the HKJC handicappers and they are allocated a HK rating. This can 

range from the low 60’s (middle class 3) to high 90’s (top class 2). 

Horse rating list: https://racing.hkjc.com/racing/info/latestonhorse/clas/english 

 

ii. Handicapping/Grading: 

The vast majority of racing is under handicap conditions. There are WFA and ‘set-weights’ contests 

at “black-type” level, but the day-in-day-out stuff is basic handicap racing. The top weight carries 

133lbs (approx. 60.5kg) and there’s a spread of up to 20lbs with the bottom weight carrying 113lbs 

(approx. 50.25kg) before any allowances. 

 

There are five general class categories, Class 1 through to Class 5 (lowest quality horses). 

https://racing.hkjc.com/racing/english/racing-info/handicap_policy.asp 

 

iii. Rating movements: 

Horses in Hong Kong move up and down the ‘ratings’ a lot quicker than the Australian model, with 

HK being far closer to the UK model. Generally speaking in handicap races, every time a runner 

finishes out of the top-five, that horse will drop 2 points (or 2lbs, approx. 1kg) in the ratings. A horse 

will usually stay on its mark if fourth, receive a penalty of 1-3 points if third and a penalty of 2-4 

points if second. A 6 to 8 point penalty is quite typical imposed for a win, and a horse needs two 

losses before it can start dropping back in the ratings again. When horses race “out of their grade” 

in Group races (usually the 4-y-o series) ratings changes can be more extremely applied. The overall 

system is important, because this is where some edges are found, in finding mistakes by the local 

handicapper.  

 

iv. Vet info: 

The fact that all horses that compete in Hong Kong are weighed a couple of days prior to 

competing is a highly useful tool that can be used to assess how prepared a horse might be for an 

upcoming race. If there is a major difference in the ‘normal’ bodyweight of a particular galloper, 

track work records can be searched and/or veterinary information accessed. Personally, I find the 

main use is if a bodyweight is markedly ‘up’. Under those conditions I will check his work records 

and this can help explain the situation. Obviously, at the start of the season or at the start of a 

preparation these bodyweights can be a very useful tool.  

https://racing.hkjc.com/racing/Info/meeting/OVERecord/English/local/ 

 

All horses in HK are examined and are required to pass a vet test 3 days before they race. So there 

is no real need to worry about a horse potentially running with an issue, per se. The HKJC don't 
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want a runner scratched (it affects turnover) and so if they are fit to run, they will run. Once 

declared, or accepted to run, you cannot scratch or withdraw without a genuine ‘vet issue’.  

 

v. Trackwork 

Until last year, all horses have been trained at Sha Tin (since the old days at Happy Valley), but 

recently Conghua has opened up with approximately one-third of a stable being domiciled there. It 

is still too early to tell of the impact of Conghua, but suffice to say that it has been a positive for 

some horses. Certain trainers are preparing them there and it has worked for some of the horses 

that probably need a different environment to Hong Kong. All that said, there simply isn’t enough 

data available after just one season to work out any particularly strong angles. 

 

Form 

 

i. Past performances for any horse are available on the HKJC website by clicking on, or searching the 

relevant horse. The past performances also has free access to a video replay, both stewards footage 

and normal replay. 

https://racing.hkjc.com/racing/info/latestonhorse/clas/english 

 

A form guide for a meeting can be downloaded : 

https://racing.hkjc.com/racing/Info/meeting/RaceCard/english/Local/ 

 

ii. Sectional times:  

Sectional times measured in 400m increments are available, and they are published approximately 

15 minutes after race completion during each meeting. The HKJC provides ‘standard’ or ‘par’ times 

for every class and distance, and there are standard times for each 400m sectional of a race. It is a 

highly useful tool for analysing how a race was run and every individual performance. The HKJC 

provides all raw data and leaves any adjustments for ratings etc… up to the individual. The ability to 

examine sectional times straight after a race is of paramount importance in determining the state of 

the track and any potential bias. 

https://racing.hkjc.com/racing/english/racing-info/racing_course_time.asp 

 

iii. Speed mapping: 

If you can get your maps right, then you will go close to getting the race right with sound ratings 

assessments! Easy huh! Of course it never is. There is no announcement of tactical changes, and 

between trainers, owners and jockeys, tactics can change a lot!! Generally speaking, the early pace 

of races is faster than Australian racing and significantly faster than European racing. 

 

iv. Barriers: 

Due to solid tempo races (in general), wide gates and therefore covering ground can prove costly. 

This is very evident around Happy Valley and over 1200m at Sha Tin. That said, on occasions, a 

horse can be significantly under-bet because of a wide gate and opportunities exist to secure nice 

‘overs’. It is about finding those opportunities! 

For all the stats on barriers etc: 

https://racing.hkjc.com/racing/information/English/Racing/DrawAdvSearch.aspx 
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v. Weather: 

The first month of the season and the last two months of the season are the worst for weather. For 

the majority of the season, the weather is not an issue and the track is most consistent between 

October and mid-March. It doesn’t matter how much rain falls in the days leading up to a meeting, 

basically, if it doesn’t rain during the meeting, the track won’t be significantly affected, the drainage 

and turf surfaces at Sha Tin and Happy Valley are that good. It is a remarkable how they drain away 

copious amounts of rain. My general advice is to be more than happy to take on favourites when 

there is a genuine wet track, they don’t get many of them in Hong Kong. 

 

vi. “Favourite-itis”: 

The general Hong Kong public love to follow a leading rider and back a favourite, or “sure win”. 

Owners often want the best/leading rider to ride their horses (it’s status), so there is a LOT of rider 

changes. Given the likes of Purton or Moreira can pick and choose to an extent, this has a major 

impact on the market and often their mounts are over-bet. That said, when Purton is striking at 

25%, one wants to be very sure of price before ‘laying’.  

 

Form websites: 

 

i. https://racing.hkjc.com/racing/english/index.aspx 

A plethora of information to work through. 

 

ii. Race cards and form guides can be found here during the season: 

https://racing.hkjc.com/racing/Info/meeting/RaceCard/english/Local/ 

 

iii. http://www.racematenet.com/english/index.htm 

A database that specialises in HK racing, cost around 1k per year. It has all the historical data for HK 

racing, the ability to create your own form guides, create and evaluate your own models, input 

ratings and comments etc 

 

iv. www.hutchishonkers.com 

I’ve gone through all the form and information to provide analysis and strategies for you to use. 

 

v. www.puntingform.com.au 

 

Social Media - Twitter 

 

i. The Hong Kong Jockey Club official account: @HKJC_Racing 

ii. The official account of Hutchi’s Honkers: @HutchisHonkers 

iii. Clint Hutchison, Hong Kong racing expert’s personal account: @Hkhutchi 

iv. Michael Cox, leading racing journalist and Hong Kong aficionado: @kemblacoxy 

v. Andrew le Jeune. Hong Kong racing broadcaster for the HKJC: @LJ_andrew 

vi. Brett Davis, HKJC Chief racecaller: @HKBDavis 

 


